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MR. HENRY BEADON ROTTOX, the youngest son of the  late 
Mr. John  Rotton, of Bath, was born in  the year 1836, and was 
educated a t  Bruton  Grammar School. He commenced his pro- 
fessional career under Mr. (now Sir D.) Gooch at  the works of the 
Great  Western  Railway Company a t  Swindon, where he  acquired 
a good practical knowledge of his profession. On completing his 
time, he  was  appointed  to  the  situation of District Locomotive 
Superintendent of the  Great  Western Railway a t  Oxford, and while 
SO employed he gave  every satisfaction. In  1864, the Government 
of New Zealand requiring  the services of an engineer  and  an 
assistant-engineer to erect a number of iron  lighthouses  on  the 
coast of that colony, Mr. R. Aylmer, Assoc. Inst. C.E., received the 
former appointment,  and Mr. Rotton was selected to accompany 
him  as  the assistant-engineer. 1'0 Mr. Rotton was entrusted  the 
superintendence of the erection of the  lighthouse on Maua Island, 
and of the  lantern  and  light  apparatus  at Godley Bead. These 
works  were successfully carried out  by him, the. Maua Island one 
in  particular  requiring much energy and tact,  but  his  ability was 
equal  to  the occasion, and  the whole was finished and  the  lights 
exhibited  in a  comparatively short time. He  returned  to  England 
in 1866, having fulfilled his  engagement t o  the complete satis- 
faction of the Kew  Zealand  Government. He died in  London 
on the  18th of June, 1871, at  the  age of 349 years, deeply regretted 
by  all who knew his warm-hearted, generous, and honourable 
disposition. 

COLOXEL JAMES ROGER WESTERN,  late of the Royal (Bengal) 
Engineers,  the  third son of Mr. James  Western, solicitor,  was  born 
in London on the  28th of February, 1812. Entering  the  military 
college a t  Addiscombe, in  the  year 1827, he  speedily became con- 
spicuous for mathematical  abilities,  and passed first in mathe- 
matics  in  the following year,  which  seccrel  his  appointment  to 
the corps of Bengal Engineers. On proceeding to Chatham,  his 
talents  and  acquirements  attracted  the notice of Captain,  after- 
wards Sir George, Everest,  who  was deputed to  take  the  Indian 
Engineer cadets to  the Royal Observatory, Greenwich, to indoc- 
trinate them in practica€  astronomy,  and  in  the use of the  inva- 
riable pendulum for determining  the figure of the  earth.  Captain 
Everest was shortly afterwnl-ds appointed Surveyor-General of 
India,  and on thc  15th of January, 1831, Western  was attached  to 
the  great  trigonometrical  survey,  as  an  assistant on his staff. In 
this  capacity he took a prominent  part in the measnrement of the 
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Calcutta base line  in 1831-2. In  the  Journal of the Asiatic Society 
for 1832, vol. i., page 71, there is a brief  account of that operation 
by Mr. James  Prinsep,  with a sketch  in  which  Western  appears 
conspicuous at  the  ‘boning’  instrument  directing  the  alignment. 
After  the completion and verification of this base line,  which  was 
the first measurement made with General Colby’s apparatus for 
the  trigonometrical  survey of India,  he  was deputed to  condud a 
meridional series of triangulation  depending on the  lofty  mountain 
station of Parisnath,  but was unable  to  continue it southwards of 
that  place because of the  disturbed  state of the country. Unfor- 
tunately,  ill-health,  and a disagreement with  his superiors about  thc 
manner of executing  this work, caused him to  leave a career so well 
suited  to  his  tastes,  after  two years’ employment on the survey. 
On the 22nd of September, 1834, he was ordered to  join  the head- 
quarters of the  sappers  at Delhi, and he proceeded as Assistant 
Field-engineer  with  the force under  Brigadier-General Stevenson to 
Shekhawati,  in Rajpootana, where  the  Military  Engineer  department 
was employed in  destroying  the  Toorawutti  forts, which formed 
the  strongholds of t.he turbulent Rajpoot chieftains. In  thc Gold 
weather of 1836-7 he surveyed a part of Ulwur,  and reported his 
opinion upon a dispute between the  native  states  Ulwur  and 
Rhurtpoor, for the  waters of a stream called the  Rospirail,  and 
the  report  was considered most creditable  to  his  judgment.  For 
the  next four years  he  was  engaged  in  draining  the  Nujjufgurh- 
jheel, near Delhi, and  in  other  public works, having been appointed 
Executive  Engineer of Delhi on the  9th of September, 1839, and 
of Berhampoor on the  28th of October, 1840. He  returned  to 
England  in  February, 1841, and  with  characteristic  energy  set  to 
work to  study  civil  engineering;  but before his  furlough  had 
expired he was recalled to  India on  account of the  Affghan  war : 
in  this, however, he took no part,  but  spent  the  ncxt five years as 
Executive  Engineer  in Arracan, ~ajpootana, Dacca, Tenasserim, 
and Dumdum.  About the  year 1843, questions arose as to  the 
stability of the Rengal Military  Fund. On this occasion he pro- 
duced a most  able and  exhaustive  report upon the subject. His 
ability  as  an  actuary  was  at  this  time so well known, that  he 
became the  usual referee in  all  questions concerning shares  in 
purchase of steps  in  regiments- no slight  task, since a new schedule 
of quotas  was  required  in  every caEe. At  the end ‘of 1843 he  was 
snmmoned i o  tbe second Sikh campaign, and took a prominent 
part  in  the siege of Mooltan; he  was also present at  the  battle of 
Goojrat ; and for these  services was made a major by brevet  on the 
5th of June, 1849. That  war  having ended in  the annexation of 
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the  Punjab,  he became Executive  Engineer of the  Jullundur  divi- 
sion, where  his success in  reducing  building  rates,  and  the,saving 
effected by  his  arrangements,  gave  the  highest satisfaction. Late 
in  the  year 1852 he obtained the command of the Bengal  corps of 
sappers and miners, which  he  retained till he  retired from the 
service, on the pension of a major, on  the 23rd of January, 1855. 
From  this  time  his business was  the  care of one daughter,  left him 
from his brief  period of married life, and  the management of 
charities  to  which  he  contributed munificently, being Governor of 
Christ’s and  St. Thomas’s Hospitals, an active member of the 
governing body of the Soldiers’ Danghters’ Home, and a regular 
subscriber to forty-four other  charitable  institutions.  He  was 
elected an Associate of the  Institution on the  1st of March, 1842, 
and  he died on the  13th of January, 1871, in  the  fifty-ninth  year 
of his age, having shown himself in life, in  the words of a brother 
officer, “ a large-hearted, good Ch~istian.” 

MR. CLEMENT  WILKS  was born a t  Peckham  Rye, Surrey, on 
the  15th of February, 1819, and  was  the youngest son of the 
Rev. Mark Wilks, of Paris.  He passed most of his  early  years  in 
France  and  Switzerland,  and took his  degree of Bachelor of Arts 
at the College de  Paris  in  the  year 1836. After  being  engaged 
for a short  time on the I’aris and St. Germain  railway, he came to 
England,  and  was  articled  to  Sir Charles  Fox, then of the London 
works, and  Resident  Engineer of the London and  Birmingham 
railway. His professional education was continued in connection 
with Messrs. Fox,  Henderson  and Co. till 1841 ; and in the follow- 
ing  year  he  had  the chief management of a French  engineering 
establishment on the Garonne, where  he remained  for three or 
four years. Returning  to  England,  he  entered  into  what proved 
but a short  engagement  with Mr.  G. W. Buck, M. Inst. C.E., on 
the  Ely  and  Huntingdon  railway,  then  in course of construction. 
On Mr. Buck’s decease he was associated with Mr. Hawkshaw  in 
surveying for the Manchester and  Southport  line,  and  subsequently 
for the  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  railway,  in  the neighbourhood of 
Heckmondwike. I n  1850 he  was engaged in  superintending  the 
construction of various public  buildings  in London, under  the 
direction of the Society for Improving  the  Dwellings of the Poor, 
a model of one of which was erected in connection with the 
first Exhibition of 1851. 

I n  the following pear he left  England for Australia,  and imme- 
diately  after  arriving  in Melbourne, was  appointed Assistant 
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